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other under that of, ' THE CASE O:F JOHN HAMILTON.' It
was at first thought expedient to answer both, and both
were answered accordingly : But on reflecting that the
letter contained little more than a scurrilous invect^e
against the Law and Lawyers, void alike both of argu-
ments and facts ; and that of all faults tediousness was
most unpardonable to a reader; it was resolved to con-
sider the last only, in which all that was thought material
to support the charge is to be found. And whether that
other performance is the case or not, shall now be con-
sidered."

Such a transaction as this necessarily occasioned my
father much uneasiness of mind, and also involved him in
great expence: he had however the gratification to find
his conduct throughout the disagreeable business, universally
approved of, whilst that of Mr. Hervey was generally
condemned, and ultimately caused his banishment from
society, and he was actually compelled to leave the Capital,
and take up his abode in a sequestered part of the country,
where himself and his base conduct were alike unknown.

And now, after this digression, to return to myself. With
all my father's friends and acquaintances I was a great
favorite ; his military friends declaring I must be a soldier,
while those of the Navy insisted upon that line being the
best adapted to such a volatile and high spirited boy as I
was. By the time I was five years of age, I got the nick name
of " PICKLE," a name I fear I have through life proved to
have been but too well applied. My father's own wish
respecting me was that I should be brought up to the Law,
to qualify me for which profession, he intended to give me
the best of education, and in due time have me called to the
Bar, where he was pleased to say from the quickness of my
parts, and excellent talents, he was convinced I should
make a conspicuous figure. But alas, through life it has
been my misfortune, or more properly speaking, my fault,
to mar and disappoint all his views; his kind and generous
intentions respecting me. This tendency first betrayed
itself when I was only seven years old, by my then attaching